Table 1.  Comparative life expectancies

	
	Male
	
	Female
	

	
	Indigenous
	Non-indigenous
	Indigenous
	Non-indigenous

	Australia
	57
	75
	62
	81

	New Zealand
	68
	77
	72
	82

	US
	67
	75
	74
	80

	Canada
	69
	77
	77
	82


Infant mortality:

Higher in indigenous populations

· 3x in Australia

· 1.2x in US

· 1.2x in Canada

· 2x in NZ 

Causes – historical:

· dispossession

· violence and oppression

· political repression and lack of representation

· exposure to “new” diseases

Causes – contemporary:

· lack of education

· lack of employment

· poor living conditions (overcrowding, lack of hygiene and sanitation)

· lack of access to health services

· legacy of diseases  (Australia:  RHD, syph, Hansen’s etc)

Social determinants of health for indigenous population (Australia, Canada)

· land and cultural integrity

· education and training

· justice (adequate legal representation; juvenile justice)

· women’s business

· substance abuse

· violence

· racism

· infrastructure (inc. housing, communications, transport, utilities)

Health burden vs health spending

Leading causes of mortality and burden borne by indigenous population in Australia:

Cardiovascular disease (x2)

Cancer (x1.2)

Respiratory disease (x3.5)

Injury/poisoning (x3)

Endocrine disorder (inc diabetes) (x6)

Health spending in Australia:

Indigenous:non-indigenous = 1.08:1  (not the 3-6:1 that could reasonably be expected given the figures above!).
“Closing the Gap”
Example of a successful initiative by an NGO.

Oxfam Australia is promoting public awareness regarding the discrepancy in life expectancies between indigenous and non-indigenous Australians.  This campaign has focused pressure on the Minister for Health to address this gross disparity. 
